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ABSTRACT: The paper deals with the study of 57 species of true bugs belonging to 41 genera 
and 7 families of the superfamily Pentatomoidea (Hemiptera: Heteroptera) from Madhya 
Pradesh. Of these 23 species are new additions to the fauna of the state. 
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The true bugs representing the superfamily Pentatomoidea are commonly 
referred to as shield bugs and stink bugs. These bugs are mostly phytophagous in 
nature, and the species belonging to subfamily Amyotinae are predaceous 
(Schaefer & Panizzi, 2000). These bugs are characterized by large scutellum either 
covering the whole abdomen or occupying a large portion of base of abdomen 
between the hemelytra. Presently around 7000 species under 1300 genera of 
Pentatomoidea are reported throughout the world (Henry, 2009). A little over 
590 species (Distant 1902, 1907, 1918; Ahmad & Afzal, 1989) are known to occur 
in India. About 4700 species classified in 900 genera of family Pentatomidae are 
known globally (Henry, 2009). Information on Pentatomoidea of central India 
was included in ‘Fauna of British India’ by Distant (1902, 1907, 1918). Altogether, 
34 species of shield bugs are known through the publications of Ramakrishna et 
al. (2006), Chandra (2008, 2009), Chandra et al. (2010, 2012), and 
Roychoudhury & Joshi (2011). Presently, 57 species belonging to 41 genera under 
7 families of the Pentatomoidea are reported from the Madhya Pradesh. 
 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 
 

The shield bugs were collected in the field with killing jars, pinned and labeled 
in the lab. The bugs were sorted out and identified with the help of literature 
present in ZSI Jabalpur and Fauna of British India by Distant (1902, 1907 and 
1918) and (Lis, 1990 and 1999). Identified specimens were confirmed with the 
help of reference collection available in ZSI Kolkata. The microscopy was done by 
Leica M205-A stereo zoom microscope and photographs were taken by Sony DSC-
W55 Camera. 
 

RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
 

Present investigation deals with the study of superfamily Pentatomoidea of 
Madhya Pradesh, which includes 57 species under 39 genera belonging to 7 
families (Table 1). Of these, 23 species of stink bugs are new additions to the 
fauna of Madhya Pradesh. Among the families, Pentatomidae was found to be 
dominant with 32 species followed by the 9 species of Plataspidae. This study will 
be help in the preparing the base line information on stink bugs and their host 
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plant information in Madhya Pradesh. Distribution list of species in each family 
was given in Graph 1. Photographs were given in plates 1, 2, 3 and 4. 
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Table 1. List of superfamily Pentatomoidea reported from Madhya Pradesh.  
Classification of Pentatomoidea is followed after Rider (2013). 
Abbreviations used: PTR-Pench Tiger Reserve; PNP-Panna National Park; MNP-Madhav 
National Park; PBR-Pachmarhi Biosphere Reserve; SWLS-Singhori Wildlife Sanctuary; 
VDWLS-Veerangana Durgavati Wildlife Sanctuary; VVNP-Van Vihar National Park; FRH-
Forest Rest house; RH- Rest House ; ZSI-Zoological Survey of India; TFRI- Tropical Forest 
Research Institute; * -New record to state. 
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Graph 1. Showing number of species in different families of superfamily Pentatomoidea. 
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